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Council Meeting 1 
Work Session Minutes 2 

April 9, 2007 3 
 4 

A Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Leonia, Bergen County, 5 
New Jersey, was held this evening in the Borough Hall Annex, commencing at 7:30pm 6 
 7 
Mayor Laurence Cherchi called the meeting to order. 8 
 9 
Mayor Laurence Cherchi asked everyone to stand while Council President Heveran led in 10 
the Pledge of Allegiance. 11 
 12 
Council Present:   Mayor Laurence Cherchi, Councilpersons Heveran, Choi, 13 

Hawkins, Puzzo, Raspa-Gore, Raucci 14 
 15 
Council Absent: none 16 
  17 
Also Present: Fran Lehmann, Borough Clerk, Brian Giblin, Borough Attorney 18 

Jack Terhune Borough Administrator, CFO Myrna Becker, 19 
Auditor Bud Jones 20 

 21 
OPEN MEETING STATEMENT 22 
 23 
Conditions of the Open Meeting Act have been met by Notice placed on the Bulletin 24 
Board at Borough Hall and notices sent to the Official Newspaper. 25 
 26 
Mayor Cherchi pointed out the Fire Exit. 27 
 28 
PRESENTATION 29 
 30 
Rose Heck, Jack May and Philip Craig members of the New Jersey Association of 31 
Railroad Passengers – made a presentation to the Governing Body and the assembled 32 
public. 33 
 34 
Councilman Hawkins inquired if the Governing Body needed to pass a resolution for any 35 
type of rail service now or can the Council wait for the DEIS which is required? Ms. 36 
Heck suggested it would be better to wait for the DEIS. 37 
 38 
Council President Heveran thanked the group for coming and answering questions. 39 
Council President Heveran asked if the power point presentation was in document form? 40 
Ms Heck gave a copy to the Borough Clerk.  41 
 42 
Councilman Puzzo asked for an electric version of the presentation. Ms. Heck will e-mail 43 
it to the Borough Clerk.  44 
 45 
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Mayor Cherchi inquired if rail service was needed? Ms. Heck responded the more public 46 
transportation the better for commuters and for air pollution.  47 
 48 
Nick Pagnozzi, 107 Romaine Place – inquired about the safety of overhead electric lines 49 
passing by the school and park. Mr. Craig said there is no guarantee that the lines cannot 50 
fall. They are generally placed high enough not to cause any interference. 51 
 52 
Adrienne Albanese, 132 High Street – inquired if quiet zones were included?  Mr. Craig 53 
stated they would have to be included in the agreement. Mrs. Albanese asked if the mode 54 
of transportation affects the frequency of service? Mr. Craig explained the time 55 
difference between the electric trains and the diesel trains. 56 
 57 
Loren Wasserman, 524 Ridgeland Terrace – Asked if the resolution that was recently 58 
passed in Ridgefield be beneficial for the residents in Leonia. Ms. Heck said yes that it 59 
strengthens the truth. Mayor Cherchi noted that the Borough has already passed two 60 
resolutions. 61 
 62 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 63 
 64 
Nick Pagnozzi, 107 Romaine Place – Mr. Pagnozzi would like to have a hearing for relief 65 
on rent leveling. Councilman Puzzo responded to Mr. Pagnozzi’s request; the Governing 66 
Body is going to discuss the Rent Leveling Board at a future meeting. Mr. Pagnozzi does 67 
not feel he can wait until a new Rent Leveling Board is put in place, he would like the 68 
Governing Body to review the matter.  69 
 70 
Loren Wasserman, 524 Ridgeland Terrace – spoke to the Governing Body about personal 71 
issues he is having with construction on his house. Mr. Wasserman handed out to the 72 
Governing Body a list of problems he has encountered. Mr. Terhune will review the 73 
problem and report back to the Governing Body. 74 
 75 
Diana Delgado – Wayne NJ inquired about an accident that occurred on Grand Ave. 76 
where a pedestrian was hit. Mayor Cherchi stated it was being reviewed. 77 
 78 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 79 
 80 

a.) Ordinance regarding Absences on Boards, Committees and Commissions – 81 
Councilman Raucci explained to the Governing Body his concern for having 82 
the Ordinances put in place one for the Planning Board and one of the Board 83 
of Adjustment. After a discussion by the Governing Body both ordinances 84 
will be introduced at the meeting of April 16, 2007. 85 

 86 
b.) Snow Removal Ordinance – Mr. Terhune explained his recommendations for 87 

the amendment to the current ordinance. After a discussion by the Governing 88 
Body the ordinance as presented was amended and scheduled for introduction 89 
on April 16th. 90 

 91 
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c.) Salary Ordinance Amendment – Mr. Terhune explained the need to amend the 92 
salary ordinance. Borough Attorney Giblin will prepare the ordinance for 93 
introduction on April 16th. 94 

 95 
d.) Municipal Budget – Councilman Puzzo stated he would like to use more 96 

surplus in the budget. Councilman Puzzo would like to discuss some other 97 
areas in the budget. Mr. Jones explained his position with utilizing more 98 
surplus in this Budget. After a lengthy discussion, the Governing Body agreed 99 
to reduce the surplus in the 2007 Municipal Budget. Councilman Puzzo 100 
questioned various lines in the Budget. Myrna Becker, CFO and Jack 101 
Terhune, Borough Administrator explained the various lines. Mayor Cherchi 102 
had several questions regarding department requests.  103 

 104 
e.) Smart Growth Grant Resolution – Borough Administrator Terhune explained 105 

the Resolution adopted at the last meeting needs to be changed. Mr. Terhune 106 
explained the necessary changes a new resolution will be on the agenda of 107 
April 16th.  108 

 109 
f.) Borough Hall Construction – Mr. Terhune explained the proposed change 110 

order for the construction in Borough Hall.  The Council agreed with the 111 
suggestions a resolution will be prepared for the meting of April 16th. 112 

 113 
NEW BUSINESS 114 
 115 

a.) Crossing Guard for Leonia High School - Council President Heveran referred to a 116 
letter received from Julie Diemer, President of Leonia High School Home and 117 
School Association regarding the need for a crossing guard by the Leonia High 118 
School. Council President Heveran feels there should be a crossing guard at this 119 
intersection. This item was given to the Police Commission 120 

 121 
b.) Historic Preservation Element Leonia Master Plan – This was moved to Closed 122 

Session. 123 
 124 

c.) Summer Meeting Hours – The Borough Clerk asked if the Governing Body was 125 
going to cancel any meetings so they could be properly advertised. Council 126 
President Heveran explained the reasoning. 127 

 128 
d.) Land Swap Leonia Senior Housing – Councilman Puzzo explained to the 129 

Governing Body the reasoning for this land swap. Borough Attorney Giblin 130 
explained the necessity for the land swap. 131 

 132 
e.) Rent leveling Board – Councilman Puzzo asked the Borough Attorney if the 133 

Governing Body can hear this question. Mr. Giblin will prepare an opinion for the 134 
review of the Governing Body to act as a Rent Leveling Board.  135 

 136 
 137 
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 138 
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 139 
 140 
Diane Delgado, 20 Foxboro Lane, Wayne, NJ Member of the Press – requested her own 141 
packet of information for each meeting.  142 
 143 
Councilman Puzzo made a motion to extend the meeting for 20 minutes, seconded by 144 
Councilman Raucci all in favor none opposed. 145 
 146 
CORRESPONDENCE 147 
 148 
CLOSED SESSION (RESOLUTION) 149 
 150 
A motion was made by Councilman Puzzo, seconded by Councilman Raucci to go into 151 
Closed Session.  All in favor none opposed. 152 
 153 
Councilman Raucci made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman Hawkins. All in 154 
favor; none opposed. 155 
 156 
As there was no further business before the Governing Body, the meeting was adjourned 157 
at 10:20pm 158 
 159 
Respectfully submitted, 160 
 161 
 162 
 163 
Fran Lehmann 164 
Borough Clerk 165 
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